UPDATES May 2017

Success at the First International Women's Networking Table
Workshops designed by Building Bridges participants delivered this month
PIRS successfully launched its first ever International Women’s Networking
Table. The program consisted of workshops and guest speakers over the
course of three Saturdays in May focused on belonging, education,
employment, and health.
The sessions were designed and delivered by members of the PIRS Building
Bridges program, and at least 30 participants turned up each Saturday!
According to Nadia Khan, a facilitator instrumental in planning the event, the first IWNT
“unlocked the potential of Building Bridges participants to use their facilitation skills to create
workshops for other women”. Already successful in its first year, the PIRS community is excited
to see how this initiative grows in the future!
See photos of the event in our IWNT Facebook album.

UBC Researcher collaborates with PIRS
UBC Education Professor Highlights social and cultural benefits of program

“What interested me about the EHCW project was that despite it being
an employment program, it also maximized the social and cultural
benefits that immigrant and refugee women derived from it”. -UBC
Education Professor Hongxia Shan
On May 5th, 2017, PIRS presented with Professor Hongxia Shan at the UBC International
Conference on Cultural Studies. The research focused on the Entry to Hospitality Careers for
Women program, which trains immigrant and refugee women for employment. Half of the women
from the first cohort found work immediately after graduating.
Professor Shan’s research looked at how the training impacted broader areas of the participant
women’s lives, beyond the obvious employment benefits. This partnership is just one of a
growing number of research collaborations. According to PIRS Manager Amea Wilbur who initiated
the community research, “we need to work together, both academics and practitioners to
support people in meaningful and responsive ways. We can learn from each other and ensure that
our programs are really meeting the needs of vulnerable populations.”

Staff Spotlight:
Mai Khalaf's Long History with PIRS

Join us on May 30th for Dinner &
Stories!
Special Guests at Empowering Stories: Women
Building Bridges to Belonging, Tuesday, May
30th at 6:30pm

Mai Khalaf has a long history with PIRS. After
immigrating from Egypt more than twenty
years ago, she learned about PIRS through
GoVolunteer in the early 1990s. Although she
had been working in the banking sector in
Cairo, her dream was to join a helping
profession in Canada.
She started volunteering with PIRS in 1993. In
1994, she joined the PIRS LEAD program, then
facilitated by Ruth Nielson out of the Kiwassa
Neighbourhood House. It was the first
settlement program she joined in Canada.
Volunteering with PIRS helped her secure
admission to her ECE college, (she still has
the reference letter PIRS wrote for her from
1994!) After twenty years in the ECE field, a
career shift brought her back to the
organization. She began volunteering again in
2015, and in 2016, she was hired as the
Volunteer Connections Coordinator.
She believes strongly in her work: “When I
first came to Canada, volunteers helped guide
me and introduce me to new resources.
Volunteering also helped me take my first
steps in Canada, and this is why I want to
introduce others to it through my current
work with the PIRS volunteer program”.
Next year will mark 25 years since Mai first
got involved with PIRS. Asked about her long
history with the organization, she smiles and
says, “the core is the same. Amazing women
who believe in what we do, and reach out to
women who need help starting over. Of
course things change as the organization
develops, but for me, that’s always been the
thread.”

PIRS Launches EAL for Parents of

PIRS is gearing up for our annual fundraising
dinner taking place next Tuesday at the New
India Buffet (805 West Broadway). We are
honoured to welcome Carmen Aguirre and
Crisanta Sampang as our esteemed guests
speakers!
Carmen Aguirre is an author, actor, and
playwright, well known for her bestselling
books Memoirs of a Revolutionary Daughter
(selected for Canada Reads, 2012) Mexican
Hooker # 1, and over 25 stage plays. The
daughter of activists of the Chilean Resistance
against Pinochet, Aguirre immigrated to Canada
during her childhood.
Crisanta Sampang is an author and filmmaker
from the Philippines who explores themes of
citizenship, immigration, Asian heritage, and
migrant labour. She is the author of the
acclaimed novel, Maid in Singapore, which is
based upon her experiences as a nanny and
housekeeper in 1980s Singapore. We are
thrilled to welcome back Crisanta, who is also
an alumni of PIRS! Tickets available at
Eventbrite.

PIRS Launches EAL for Parents of
Persons with Disabilities
PIRS is excited to launch EAL classes for
parents of children or dependent adults with
disabilities. The class will share information
about access to government and other
services to support persons with disabilities.
Classes run from June 15th-August 3rd from
12:00-2:30pm Thursdays at the Burnaby
Neighbourhood House. Registration open now,
call the PIRS Office for more information!

PIRS Advocacy on Refugee Rights Day
On Refugee Rights Day, (April 4th, 2017) PIRS
released a position paper on the barriers
refugee women face in accessing language
and employment programs. The paper urged
government and settlement organizations to
take seriously how childcare, lack of
classroom flexibility, and coed classes create
obstacles for refugee women. In late April, a
team of PIRS staff brought the paper to Jenny
Kwan’s office (MP for Vancouver East Riding).
Based upon the discussion there, PIRS is
seeking to build bridges across the sector to
continue advocating and bring the issue to the
attention of important stakeholders. Read the
full paper here.

PIRS Wins Health Award at BCTEAL
BCTEAL Aids & Health Ed Award presented to
PIRS
We are delighted that PIRS was awarded the
Aids & Health Education Award at the 2017
BCTEAL Conference. PIRS will use the awarded
funding to create an EAL health curriculum for
immigrant and refugee women. The project will
bring together PIRS staff, community
healthcare providers, cultural consultants, and
a curriculum developer to create material that
is appropriate and relevant to newcomer
women. Big thanks to BCTEAL!

Still Time to Join Scotiabank Charity
Challenge!
We are just a few weeks away from the
Soctiabank Charity Challenge on Sunday, June
25th! The event is a chance to have fun, get
some exercise, and support PIRS! If you are
interested in walking or running the 5K or
half-marathon, or would like to donate to
support PIRS runners, follow the link to our
campaign page, #WomenLeadtheWay.

Leave a Legacy with PIRS
PIRS is now registered with LEAVE A LEGACY,
a program that guides people through leaving
a gift in their will for a non-profit. If you’d
like to learn more, please visit the PIRS page
on the Leave a Legacy site.

Please visit our website at http:www.pirs.bc.ca
Donate to our cause at www.pirs.bc.ca/donate

