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Second Annual Founders, Friends and Fans Social a Success
PIRS Community Get Together to Celebrate

On November 28, PIRS held an intimate gathering at the home of our past Board Chair, Gyda
Chud. The event, held on Giving Tuesday, launched our #BuildingBelonging Year End
fundraiser.
Approximately 32 long-time and new supporters connected over wine and cheese donated by
Board Members and Mission Hill Winery. PIRS staff and volunteers were on hand to share
stories of PIRS' work this past year.
Photos from the event are posted on PIRS' Facebook page. Click here to see them.
We are grateful to all who contributed their time and energy to make this event a success. In
particular, Gyda Chud, for providing her home and the Fund Development Committee for
bringing it all together.
Thank you to everyone who attended this special event!

The 2017 Mary Affleck Award Recipient
Meet our Communications Guru, Chava!

The Mary Affleck award is given to a devoted volunteer who exemplifies the giving spirit of
Mary Affleck, a dedicated volunteer who contributed in countless community projects.
Congratulations to Chava Glouberman, who received the 2017 Mary Affleck Award.
Chava is originally from South America and has experienced the barriers of a newcomer
settling in a new country. She began her work in communications because it was one of the
first opportunities she found in Canada.
Chava joined PIRS as a volunteer in 2015. Since then, she’s been working wonders with PIRS’
communications materials. With her artistic background and talent for design, she is our
webmaster and desktop publisher. She volunteers her time to PIRS, as she describes it as “a
very warm, welcoming and fair immigration agency that offers great services to newcomer
women of Vancouver.”
We are grateful to have Chava on our team as she happily continues her volunteer work at
PIRS, “It provides me with a strong sense of belonging to an amazing group of dedicated
women to a great cause.”

A New Program Defining the Grassroots of PIRS
A Program Delivered Through a Trauma Informed Lens
The Watari program is a new initiative at PIRS. The program adapts the Community English for
Refugee Women program to address the diverse needs of vulnerable women with precarious
immigration statust.
Using a trauma-informed lens and practice, the program recognizes each woman's unique experience. In this program, women have the opportunity to make new
connections.
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"It is so important that I can speak so little English and meet women in the same situation as me." Program Participant. The participants highly value the English classes, as they find it useful in their
daily lives.
Women refugees are vulnerable in our society and connecting with other women helps them become
more comfortable to talk about sensitive issues. To fulfill the unique needs of vulnerable women in our
community, PIRS is returning to our roots and working from a social justice model to understand the
unique challenges refugee women face - there is no other program like it.

Tis' the Season

Have you seen our new short film? "Building My Second Home"

The holiday season is here! Thank you Burnaby Pacific Grace Church for your
generous welcome gifts to our children's program. The kids will love your gift bags.
In the photo, Mariam Bouchoutrouch and Valerie Lai looking over the gift bags
before they are distributed to the children.

This summer, PIRS was chosen by the Vancouver Asian Film Festival's We HEART
Canada competition to be paired with a local filmmaker. Angelina Cantada, worked
with program staff and participants to tell the stories of two women building their new
lives in Canada. Click the image to watch the video:

PIRS' Year End Fundraiser is on: Help us Build Belonging
This year we are focusing our fundraising on supporting refugee women and
children. Did you know that almost 30% of PIRS' participants last year came to
Canada as refugees? This means that more of our participants are not able to afford
the nominal fees we charge for programs and we are seeing an increasing need for
supports such as bus tickets, snacks and more children in our children's programs.
Click the image below to find out more about our campaign and to donate:

Leave a Legacy with PIRS
PIRS is now registered with LEAVE A LEGACY, a program that guides people
through leaving a gift in their will for a non-profit. If you’d like to learn more, please
visit the PIRS page on the Leave a Legacy site.

Find us on Social Media!
Stay up to date with PIRS through our Twitter and Facebook pages!

Please visit our website at http:www.pirs.bc.ca
Click here to donate to our #BuildingBelonging Campaign.
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